BY BONNIE LESLEY, ED. D

In the Summer 2008 issue of SHARE Magazine, readers feasted
on hundreds of student success stories, each one a testimony
to the fact the Creative Education Institute (CEI) accelerates
learning in reading and math. For each story that we included,
there were thousands of others in schools across the United
States — in public schools, private schools, charter schools,
religious schools, after-school programs, community-based
programs, adult education centers, and rehabilitation centers.
The faces in the SHARE stories also represent the diversity of
struggling learners in America — age, ethnicity, socioeconomic
status, English proficiency, and ranges of learning difficulties
and/or disabilities.
CEI serves them all, and our test results over the past 20 years
reveal that the average gains for each subgroup are about the
same for each ethnic group, for each age group, for each level
of school, for English-language learners, for dyslexics, for each
socioeconomic level, and even for students with other reading
and mathematics learning disabilities. That doesn’t surprise us
since our programs are intentionally highly individualized so
that each learner gets exactly what he or she needs for success.
But inquiring minds may want to know just actually what it is
that we do that truly accelerates learning. Lots of publishers
say they do, but the fact is that they don’t, except for very small

populations — usually the so-called “bubble kids.” Those who
struggle to learn keep getting left behind by these programs.
CEI is a rarity in that we seek to serve only those lowestperforming learners — because we know they can learn if given
the appropriate instruction. And they do, as the evidence proves
— time and time again!
One of the stories in that issue of SHARE featured the amazing
successes of Luis Albarran-Leyva, a student at Fontana
High School in California. Luis’ personal motivation and
persistence, the teachers’ commitment and knowledge, the
school’s leadership, and CEI’s Essential Learning Systems (ELS)
program all contributed to Luis’ 8.4 years’ gain in reading
comprehension in less than one year in the lab!
Students in CEI’s labs across the country typically gain far more
than one year of learning for one year of instruction. Such true
acceleration is critical if schools are ever going to be able to
narrow the achievement gap.
Many readers have requested information about what it is about
CEI’s programs that enable those kinds of gains. The following
features of CEI’s programs — both ELS and MLS — are among
those documented in our research reports. According to the
research, they are the ones that are critically important ... not
only to make learning effective, but also to accelerate learning.
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This article first appeard in the Fall 2008 issue of SHARE, Volume 19, Issue 3.
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For more information about the research base for ELS and MLS, log onto www.ceilearning.com, or place a toll-free call to
888.511.4194 to request a CD that includes our research. You can also send an e-mail to info@ceilearning.com. Be sure to
include your mailing address.

