
 
 
When it comes to movies, superheroes are all the rage right now. By the end of the year, theaters will have seen a total 
of nine superhero movies grace their screens, and there are dozens more slated for next year. The release of all these 
movies has reignited a long-standing rivalry among comic book readers…. Which is better: DC vs Marvel? The DC 
Universe consists of characters like Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, Flash, Green Arrow, and the other members of 
the Justice League. The Marvel Universe is home to the Avengers, the X-Men, Spider-Man, Antman, Deadpool, and 
Doctor Strange.  
 
It’s hard to say which Universe is better because every hero has strengths and weaknesses, but they are all courageous. 
So are the students who participated in CEI’s Eighteenth Annual Creative Writing Contest. For several months, CEI 
facilitators have encouraged their students to send in original stories, word problems, and math puzzlers. Knowing that 
CEI staff would be scoring each entry on originality, creativity and use of lesson words or facts, hundreds of students 
stepped up to the challenge.  



 
Like the characters in the DC and Marvel Universes, the participants came from different age groups, classifications, and 
backgrounds, and they faced different challenges. But they all had one thing in common … courage. They had the 
courage to speak up and share their thoughts with others. They had the courage to accept another responsibility on top 
of their other assignments. They had the courage to keep going when things became harder than expected. That’s why 
this year’s participants are our heroes. 
 
All of us at CEI are so grateful these students are part of our universe, and we are honored that they have chosen to 
share their hard work with us. Each year, we continue to be amazed by what we read, and each year, we are proud to 
announce the award recipients: 
 

Second Grade       

Andrea Escalante 1st place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Lea Cruz 1st place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Lindakay Estrada 1st place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Nyima Amaton 1 1st place Shanklin Elementary School - MLS Luling ISD 
Cade Royall 2nd place Shanklin Elementary School - MLS Luling ISD 
Howard New 2nd place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Mariana Olguin 2nd place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Ashley Santamaria  3rd place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Bryce Baros 3rd place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Viviana Dominguez 3rd place Shanklin Elementary School - MLS Luling ISD 
Jaicee Pardo Honorable Mention Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Johnathan Loya 2 Honorable Mention Shanklin Elementary School - MLS Luling ISD 

    
Third Grade       

Catherine Ann Quinones 1st place Manchester Academy Yazoo City, MS 
Eli Elledge 1st place Shanklin Elementary School - MLS Luling ISD 
Loulie Parker 1st place Briarwood School Briarwood School 
Noah New 1st place Shanklin Elementary School - ELS Luling ISD 
Allie Grace Burke 2nd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Jada Wade 1 2nd place Shanklin Elementary School - MLS Luling ISD 
Jaycie Fazande 3rd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Layla Ellison 1 3rd place Shanklin Elementary School - MLS Luling ISD 
Austin Wheatfall Honorable Mention Youth Development Center Houston, TX 
Hailey Walker Honorable Mention Briarwood School Houston, TX 

    
Fourth Grade       

Angel Carrisales Judge's Choice Youth Development Center Houston, TX 
James Bedman 1st place Youth Development Center Houston, TX 
Vic Gibson 1st place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Jacob Alexander 2nd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
John Bedman 2nd place Youth Development Center Houston, TX 
Layla Rafiei 3rd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Lucca Incerpi Honorable Mention Briarwood School Houston, TX 

    
Fifth Grade       

Daniel Oufnac 1st place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Jorge Pineda 1st place Youth Development Center Houston, TX 
Aidan Harper 2nd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Enrique Agundis 2nd place Youth Development Center Houston, TX 
Cassandra Martinez 3rd place Youth Development Center Houston, TX 
Jamie Bradford-Andrew 3rd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 



Sawyer Kaplan Honorable Mention Briarwood School Houston, TX 

    
Sixth Grade       

Bietzel Gonzalez 1st place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Keatyn Lessner 1st place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Makayla Diaz 1st place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Martha Mendoza 1st place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
McKenzie Walters 1st place Bandera Middle School - MLS Bandera ISD 
Gael Risa 2nd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Iria Alkire 2nd place Bandera Middle School - MLS Bandera ISD 
Joshua Paxton 2nd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Lillian Harrison 2nd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Rebecca Lowe 2nd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Conner Vick 3rd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Edgar Ramirez 3rd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Eli Henkel 3rd place Briarwood School Houston, TX 
Jasmine Thane 3rd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Wyatt Quinn 3rd place Bandera Middle School - MLS Bandera ISD 
Amanda Luna Honorable Mention B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Andrea Martinez Honorable Mention B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Brandon Hunnicutt Honorable Mention Bandera Middle School - MLS Bandera ISD 
Lucas Flores Honorable Mention B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Reid Lofton Honorable Mention Briarwood School Houston, TX 

    
Seventh Grade       

Brayden Day 1st place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Cesario Hernandez 1st place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Gabby Garza 1st place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Ramon Rodriguez III 1st place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Robert Jimenez 1st place Bandera Middle School - MLS Bandera ISD 
Jesse Anaya 2nd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Lisved Garcia 2nd place Bandera Middle School - MLS Bandera ISD 
Luvin Castillo 2nd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Neva Conner 2nd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Pedro Martinez 2nd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Daniel Auscua 3rd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Dylan Boalo 3rd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Jose Estrada 3rd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Leonel Arce 3rd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Juan Reyna Honorable Mention Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Norma Salas Honorable Mention Barrientes Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Ramiro Bravo Honorable Mention B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 

    
Eighth Grade       

Brandon Bennett 1st place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Christian Martinez 1st place Bandera Middle School - MLS Bandera ISD 
Elizabeth MacNeil 1st place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Isaiah Moreno 1st place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Vicente Martinez 1st place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Brayan Martinez 2nd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Ector Guerrero 2nd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Julissa Morales 2nd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Nathaniel Martinez 2nd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 



Tammera Parrish 2nd place Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 
Nickolus Longoria 3rd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Sara Catherine Potter 3rd place Manchester Academy Yazoo City, MS 
Yuririam Rodriguez 3rd place B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Breanna Zuniga Honorable Mention B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Deborah Litzy Garcia Honorable Mention B.L. Garza Middle School - ELS Edinburg CISD 
Samantha Reyna Honorable Mention Bandera Middle School - ELS Bandera ISD 

 


